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SUBJECT: VINYL CHOLRIDE MONOMER 
REF: TOKYO 16274 

SUMMARY: ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL FINDINGS ON VINYL CHLORIDE 
MONOMER POISONING AND POLLUTION HAVE LED TO ANNOUNCEMENTS BY CENTRAL 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEADERS OF THEIR READINESS TO TAKE PRECAUTIONARY 
AND REGULATORY ACTIONS TO PREVENT FURTHER CONTAMINATION. END 
OF SUMMARY. 

1. A GROUP OF YOKOHAMA NATIONAL UNIVERSITY SCIENTISTS TOOK SAMPLES 
OF AIR AT 35 POINTS AROUND TAKAOKA PLANT OF NIPPON ZEON CO. IN TOYAMA 
PREFECTURE LAST MAY AND EXAMINED THEM BY MASS SPECTORGRAPHY. THEY 
REPORTED DETECTION OF VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER EVEN IN A SAMPLE TAKEN 
AT A POINT THREE KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE PLANT. THE HIGHEST 
READING WAS 31.5 PPB OR 0.0315 PPM. ACCORDING TO THIS GROUP, THE 
AMOUNT OF VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER GAS ANNUALLY DISCHARGED INTO THE 
ATMOSPHERE IS 240 TONS, WHICH IS EQUIVALENT TO 0.3 PER CENT OF 
ANNUAL VINYL CHLORIDE OUTPUT AT THE PLANT. COMPARED WITH 2 PPM 
STANDARD SET FOR VINYL CHLORIDE GAS CONCENTRATION. AIR POLLUTION 
AROUND 

TAKAOKA PLANT IS NEGLIGIBLY SMALL. THE GROUP WARNED 
HOWEVER THAT A HIGHER CONCETRATION MIGHT BE DETECTED DEPENDING 
ON DIRECTION AND VELOCITY OF WIND. 
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2. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY DIRECTOR-GENERAL TATSUO OZAWA. QUERIED ON 
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THIS PROBLEM IN THE DIET BY A SOCIALIST MEMBER, STATED THAT HIS 
AGENCY WILL UNDERTAKE INVESTIGATION OF AIR POLLUTION BY VINYL 
CHLORIDE MONOMER IN ALL AREAS AROUND SUCH FACTORIES, WHICH NOW 
TOTAL 36 IN JAPAN. EA PLANS TO ESTABLISH STANDARD METHOD FOR 
MEASUREMENT WITHIN THIS YEAR AND BEGIN INVESTIGATION EARLY NEXT 
YEAR. 

3. TOKYO METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO ENFORCE ITS 
OWN CONTROLS, SEPARATELY FROM THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, AGAINST 
POLYVINLY CHLORIDE FOOD CONTAINERS. DECISION CAME AFTER 
EXAMINATIONS BY THE METROPOLITAN HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE HAD 
DETECTED MORE THAN 1 PPM OF VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER DISSOLVED IN 
FOODS SOLD IN SUCH CONTAINERS. 1 PPM IS CONSIDERED MAXIMUM 
ALLOWABLE LIMIT FOR VINYL CHOLORIDE MONOMER. MEASURES TO BE TAKEN 
BY THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT INCLUDE INSTRUCTING CONTAINER 
MANUFACTURERS AND FOOD SUPPLIERS TO CONDUCT VOLUNTARY EXAMINATION 
OF THEIR PRODUCTS AND RECALL CONTAINERS AND FOODS FROM WHICH MORE 
THAN 1 PPM OF VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER HAS BEEN DETECTED. A 
RESEARCHER AT THE INSTITUTE HAD DETECTED UP TO 0.2 PPM OF VINYL 
CHLORIDE MONOMER IN SOY SAUCE AND EDIBLE OIL IN FIVE OF 17 FOOD 
SAMPLES PLACED ON SALE. 

4. EMBASSY IS AIRPOUCHING COPIES OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS ON THE 
SUBJECT FOR TRANSMISSION TO FDA AND EPA. 

5. FOR FDA: AS STATED IN REFTEL, FDA POSITION ON VINYL 

CHLORIDE POLYMERS IN FOOD PACKAGES HAS BEEN REQUESTED IN A LETTER 
OF INQUIRIES FROM MR. ICHIKAWA OF THE JAPANESE MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND WELFARE SENT TO DR. HOWARD R. ROBERTS, DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF 
FOODS, FDA, ON NOV. 1. AN EARLY REPLY TO HIS LETTER WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. 

HODGSON 
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